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What Every Parent Needs to Know About Charter Schools: 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Finding the Right Fit for Your 
Family 
 
Charter schools are public schools that represent flexibility and accountability for parents.  What 
do current charter parents think of their schools?  And, how should you choose the right school 
for your child? 
 
Parent Support 
 
In 2002, almost 67% of parents responding to a parent survey gave their child’s charter school an 
A or an A+.  In 2006, that figure rose to over 80% of parents who gave their child’s charter 
school an A or A+. 

• Findings from the 2002 Survey of Parents with Children in Arizona Charter Schools: 
How Parents Grade Their Charter Schools, March 10, 2003 and Arizona State Board for 
Charter Schools Parent Survey Final Evaluation Report, May 1, 2007. 

 
Public Support 
 
Support for public charter schools reached 60% in 2007. 

• 39th Annual Phi Delta Kappa/Gallup Poll of The Public’s Attitudes Toward the Public 
Schools, 2007. 

  
Why Choose Charters? 
 
The main reasons parents choose charters are: 
1. Small class size (57%) 
2. Quality of teachers (45%) 
3. Specialized curriculum (40%) 
4. Unhappy with student progress at prior school (33%) 

• Arizona State Board for Charter Schools Parent Survey Final Evaluation Report,  
May 1, 2007. 

 




